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95% Confidence Interval of
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tailed)
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Analysis Spatial-temporal patterns of Theft Crime in the City of
Semnan

Introduction

Although at the first glance it seems that the study of crime areas is merely a
geographical representation of how criminal acts are distributed, but the important point
is that in the analysis of crime areas, the first step is to identify and correctly recognize
these areas. The next step is to identify the various physical, social, economic, cultural,
and even regulatory factors that have contributed to make them as high crime areas.
After that, it is possible to fight against these factors and cleanse the physical, social and
cultural conditions; Because place and time play a role in the rate of delinquency and
motivation for the transition from thought to criminal action. Therefore, if important and
effective factors in creating criminal spaces are properly identified and managed, the
possibility of many crimes can be reduced. Therefore, identifying and analyzing
hotspots provides an opportunity for the police to respond more quickly and effectively
to crime, detecting the crime, prosecute and arrest the defendants. In fact, the results
obtained through this research can help the police in recognizing the spatial distribution
of theft in terms of the type of theft crime, the time and place of its occurrence
according to urban land uses in different areas of Semnan would help to make the best
decision on dealing with crime based on these studies.

Methodology

The present study is an applied research that has been done with a combination of
descriptive, analytical and comparative methods based on data and field based
information. For this purpose, first, documentaries, Internet, statistical, etc. resources
have been used; Then, the statistical data of the theft crime have been obtained by
referring to the headquarter of Semnan city and obtaining from the 110 system (Police
phone number in Iran) of this center. Then, the information related to the crime of theft
during the investigation in Semnan city is extracted and is plotted as a point with the
coordinates of the address registered in the system on the Shape File Map of Semnan;
After performing these steps, these crimes have been analyzed using Arc GIS, SPSS and
Excel software.

Geographical area of research

The city of Semnan is the province capital, which is located on the northern edge of the
Central Desert and on the slopes of the southern Alborz Mountains. This city has an
area of 2446 hectares and is located 216 km away from Tehran. The city of Semnan,
according to the results of the general population and housing census of 2016, has a
population of 185,129 people. In terms of demographic changes, the city of Semnan has
had an increasing trend during the six periods after the Iranian revolution. It has had an
average annual population growth of over 3%. One of the main reasons for this is
migration from neighboring cities and provinces, especially the provinces of Tehran,
Mazandaran and Golestan, as well as the issue of industrialization of the city of
Semnan. Also, in terms of urban divisions, the city of Semnan is divided into two
regions, three districts and forty neighborhoods.

Results and discussion

The distribution of robbery-related crime scene in the city indicates that the crime scene
is concentrated in certain parts of the city, such as the central and northeastern parts of
the city, as well as the old and worn-out parts of the city has a higher density of
occurrence and has in fact taken on a clustered pattern. In addition, the observable trend



is that by moving away from these centers to the outskirts in the northeastern part of the
city, theft crimes are scattered and there is no news of their concentration in specific
areas. According to the elliptical model, the standard deviation of the average center of
robbery is almost the same as the geographical center of Semnan. The standard
deviation ellipse of total theft crimes also covers almost the central areas of the city. In
fact, this ellipse is mostly almost circular in shape and covers almost most of the
downtown area; This indicates that most of the theft crimes have tended to the center
and it can be said that the weight of these crimes has caused the ellipse of the standard
deviation to the geographical center of the city.

Moreover, the rate of the nearest neighbor index for the crime of theft equals 0.45.
Based on this, it can be said that the spatial distribution of the crime of robbery in the
city of Semnan follows a completely clustered pattern. Also, the study of the value of z,
which is equal to -10.57, confirms the complete clustering of the spatial distribution of
points related to the crime of theft in the city of Semnan; Therefore, according to the
nearest neighbor index and Z score in relation to the crime of theft, it can be said that
these numbers show that certain areas of the city of Semnan are the focus of theft
crimes, and in fact theft in the city follows a centralized pattern, and in contrast, the
other parts of the city in terms of committing theft crimes are considered clean areas.
The temporal analysis of the crime of robbery in the city of Semnan shows that, due to
more criminal opportunities provided during the office hours and at the same time with
the activities of the people and offices, they have committed more criminal acts. It can
be said that with the increase of the presence of the population during different hours,
the crimes committed have also increased and its peak is about noon;

Conclusion

According to the findings of this study, it can be concluded that the crime of robbery
has occurred more in the central neighborhoods of Semnan and the most important
focus of this crime is the old neighborhood of Dej and in other words the area of

Semnan market. Existence of appropriate goals and opportunities in these areas,
especially in the area of Imam Square to the crossroads of Mazandaran, has led to a high
rate of theft in these areas. In terms of time analysis of crimes, based on the findings, we
can reach a kind of relationship between office hours and the occurrence of crime, both
in terms of months of the year and during the week, so that the incidence of crime from
08:00 to 14:00 has growingly increased. Also, in the matter of months of the year during
the last months of the (Iranian) year like February and March, as well as May and June,
the incidence of theft has increased significantly compared to other months, and finally
among the weekdays, the first two days of the week have the highest incidence of theft.
Therefore, with these studies, it can be concluded that the crime of robbery in Semnan,
in terms of time, week and month, is completely consistent with the busy times of the
city.

key words: Spatial-temporal patterns, Crime Hotspots, Theft, Geographical Information
System, Semnan city.



Analysis of Globalization Impact on Villager's Quality of Life case
study: Kabood Gonbad rural district villages of Kalat township

Introduction

Every age relies on concepts that capture the public assumption and most recently
globalization as one of these concepts; it has emerged in our era. (Pour Ahmad and
Rostami,1384:3). Undoubtedly, globalization has created an undeniable relationship
among national, local and international levels (Najarzadeh,1391:2). One of the major
points that is always notable in globalization is the impact of its consequences on local
and rural culture. Creating a single global consumer culture, destroying and integrating
products and local communities are one of the negative consequences of globalization
(Ton Down, 2004: 4) But it must be taken into consideration that the quality of life in
rural environment is under the influence of various factors and forces. One of the most
important factors and forces is the process of globalization, which embraces the social,
economic, political and cultural areas of the villages. So that forming and transforming
villager's life to urban and modern life have been affected by this process (Vosoughi et
al,1388: 3). One of the factors that causes the villagers to be present and active in
different areas of the village is improvement of their quality of life. Improving the
quality of life in the village is an opportunity and a benefit for rural planners to prevent
social, economic problems, and finally help to improve the living conditions in the
villages (adapted from the Khajeh Nouri and Mogadasi, 1387:3).

Methodology

The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical. Information related to the
research background and generalities of the subject has provided through documentaries
and searching on web. Environmental information is also field-based and using
techniques, questionnaires, interviews and visits to sample villages, collected by the
statistical population of the study, including all rural groups in the villagers of Kaboud
Gonbad village of the city of Kalt. Sample selection from this statistical population is a
random form of sampling and 118 people is estimated by using Cochran Formula.

Geographical Area of research

Kalat Nader city of Khorasan Razavi province has an area of about: 3,518 square
kilometers, which is bounded on the east and north by Turkmenistan, on the west by the
cities of Mashhad and Chenaran and on the south by Sarakhs. This city has been always
attracted by nature lovers and tourists, because of having the suitable natural and
geographical location, and includes the villages of Hezar Masjed, Kaboud Gonbad,
Pasakuh and Zavin, which totally has 140 settlements, about 10 thousand urban
residents, and 40 thousand people in districts and villages are inhabited.

Results and discussion



The results of the analysis showed what impacts the global processes have on the
villager's quality of life, it could be said that global processes in the villages of Kaboud
Gonbad rural district have had significant effects in all dimensions. The greatest impact
on social dimension is the change in culture of the villagers with an average of (3.2) and
the least impact on this dimension is dedicated to the Smartphone index with an average
of (1.47). According to results of this research in economic dimension, the greatest
impact is dedicated to imitation of urbanites' lifestyle with an average of 3.27 and least
impact is sustainable productive employment with average of 2.3. In the physical-
environmental dimension, the index of using transportation has the major influence with
an average of (3.14) and the least impact in this dimension is the Commercial Facilities
Index with an average of (1.61). The results of the Vickor model show that the
dimensions of the Charm village in the economic dimension by ranking A has had
highest influence in this dimension among other villages, Garou village with a rank of A
in both social and environmental-physical dimensions is most affected by these
conditions. All the indicators were examined by Vikor test and village of Garou is the
most affected village with ranking number 1 based on globalization impacts. Studies
show that in the examined villages, the changes trend is towards increasing the demand
for consumer goods, so that the decorative necessity of living items is more than their
functional necessity. Thus global processes with increasing expansion in the country
itself can have both negative and positive effects, but as the villages are more vulnerable
than cities, they are affected differently by global processes, which include most of its
negative effects, and ultimately it will lead to migration.

Conclusion

The results of the study show that the main weakness of the country's villages is that the
effects of globalization on all quality of life indicators are not observed, but the main
effects are on the culture and the tendency to consumerism in villagers. On the other
hand, the effects on entrepreneurship indicators, job creation, etc. that lead to dynamism
and lack of migration in rural areas are not observed. Changing in attitudes towards
globalization and its role in improving the quality of life by considering the approach of
"globalization and development” instead of the "globalization approach to
development”, is the beginning of a software transformation in this sector that can play
a great role in reducing the challenges facing rural communities in the process of
globalization. Hence planners must decide to act in such a way that the positive effects
of global processes spread day by day in our villages and increase rural income,
entrepreneurship, employment, etc., which cause population stability and prevent
migration, thus it causes the villagers' quality of life to improve.

Keywords: Globalization, quality of life, rural development, rural change



Analysis of viability condition in mass residential complexes, (case
study: Bahar neighborhood in Isfahan city)

Introduction

In Third World countries, the wave of urbanization, Rural migration to cities, the high
rate of urban growth and the consequent lack of housing are among the factors that have
led them to move towards mass construction, and now this approach is significant for
them.

The term livability is increasingly used to describe conditions that are directly related to
quality of life and are also important for the long-term welfare of people and
communities. The decline of living conditions in dense areas and high-rise buildings is
one of the realities of big cities, which has created problems and special needs, so that
an important part of the city managers' activities is dedicated to improve conditions and
adopt appropriate strategies in order to enhance living conditions in these areas. Such
issues will face a decrease in living conditions day by day, due to physical exhaustion,
lack of proper access of transportation, services and urban infrastructure was vulnerable,
its spatial environmental and economic value decreases.

The urbanization of cities will reduce the viability in future. After forty-seven years,
Bahar neighborhood of Isfahan has faced a decrease in living conditions despite the
good economic situation in Isfahan, no one is looking to invest in this neighborhood,
Therefore, the present study aims to analyze the livability conditions of mass residential
complexes in order to introduce areas with declining living conditions.

Methodology

This research is a descriptive-analytical study. It describes the characteristics of
livability in Bahar neighborhood and analyzes its situation. Field studies have been used
to collect data; a questionnaire was distributed among 135 people in the statistical
population and the available data were analyzed using descriptive statistics (Percentage
of frequency and average) and inferential statistics (one sample T test).

Geographical area of research

District 6 is one of the 15 districts of Isfahan Municipality located in the southeast of the
city, which includes12 official neighborhoods, and Bahar neighborhood is located in the
western part of district 6 Which is adjacent to Hezar Jarib neighborhood from the east,
to the Sepah military area from the south, to Imam neighborhood and from the west, to
the University of Isfahan area.

Result and discussion

Based on the findings, it can be said that in the statistical population, the viability
condition is as follows:

-Inadequate condition of the spatial- activity structure of residential activity.
-Appropriate status of the spatial- activity structure of public welfare institutions.

-Fairly suitable condition of the spatial- activity structure of service manufacturing
companies.

-Fairly suitable condition of spatial- activity structure of the adapted ducts.

-Improper condition of the decision-making structure.



Conclusion
The most important issues in this neighborhood in order to plan the improvement of
viability of mass residential complexes are the spatial-activity structure of residential
and decision making structure. In relation to the spatial-activity structure of residential,
the existence of worn out and low-durability buildings with very high antiquity and low
safety, lack of investment by residents in the field of housing and lack of investment in
housing in the neighborhood, non-participation of residents in renovating residential
units and low economic potential of residents and regarding the decision-making
structure of residents' lack of trust in the municipality, the lack of municipal cooperation
in the development of the neighborhood, the difficulty of obtaining a construction
permit by residents are the most important issues for planning to improve the livability
of mass residential complex.

Therefore, the most important suggestions of this research are:
-Review of the approved area of Isfahan and annex the Bahar neighborhood as a worn-
out area to be granted its privileges.
-Providing investment opportunities for the private sector to participate in improving the
viability of this area.
-Providing the necessary mechanisms and conditions, including the granting of
concessions to this area by the public sector to facilitate the improvement of livability of
mass residential complexes
-Use of facilitators and trustworthy people in the neighborhood to supply the
participation ground for residents in order to improve the livability of the area.
-Generally, strengthening collective decision-making structures to improve the living
conditions of Bahar neighborhood.

Keyword :Livability, mass housing, Bahar neighborhood, Isfahan city.



Investigating the factors affecting urban competitiveness in historical
fabric Case study: Historical fabric of Amol

Introduction

The emergence of the globalization phenomenon as a new and pervasive concept
became widespread in the late twentieth century. The formation of new relations
between countries in the modern era and the new role of cities in the field of global
relations have forced cities to compete with each other. Urban management can also
play an increasing role in marketing with an endogenous approach in an effort to attract
domestic investment. With the emergence of various sectors of the new global economy
such as financial services, competition in attracting international institutions to settle in
cities or competition on the world stage such as sporting events and trade fairs, provide
promising results and economic effects.Today, urban competitiveness is the main
challenge for city managers in achieving a decent position for cities. On a smaller scale,
these areas will be far more efficient in cities with valuable historical fabric and high
potential. To this end, identifying the key components of promoting urban
competitiveness, especially when it is rooted in the historical and cultural fabric of
cities, is the most fundamental factor in developing and increasing the quality of life.
This study generally seeks to answer the question of what are the tools and factors
affecting urban competitiveness and the course of urban competitiveness in the
historical fabric of Amol city in particular.

Methodology

The present study in terms of purpose is applied based on a descriptive-analytical
method. For this purpose, in the cognition section, the documentaries and also the study
of superior designs such as the comprehensive and detailed plan of Amol city and the
special plan of the old fabric of Amol have been used. The field based method for
deeper understanding of the current situation, observation and imaging tools have been
used to collect the required data. GIS software has also been used to display the findings
more clearly and to gain a better spatial understanding. In order to understand the
strategies to promote urban competitiveness, first, the prerequisites for achieving urban
competitiveness in the old fabric of Amol city resulting from the existing world
literature were identified, then the factors affecting urban competitiveness along with
key elements of its realization have been identified and finally, based on the tools of
urban competitiveness, the strategies to promote urban competitiveness in this fabric
have been explained in accordance with its specific characteristics.

Geographical area of research

The geographical scope of this research includes the city of Amol and its historical
fabric. The city of Amol is physically divided into three types of internal fabric
(historical fabric), outer and middle fabric. The old part of Amol city includes 13 old
neighborhoods and the substratum of the city is based on the connection between the
neighborhood centers and downtown through the passages and the bazaar. Any of
neighborhoods has a prominent feature which can be mentioned as a capable element to
improve the local economy.

Results and Discussion

The research findings in the field of identifying and explaining the position of elements
and components affecting the promotion of urban competitiveness in the historical
fabric show that by referring to different theoretical texts in the field of urban
competitiveness, chronological competitiveness can be used as a city development



strategy when urban planners and decision makers use urban competitiveness tools such
as "City marketing", "City branding"”, "Urban Tourism™ and "Urban Entrepreneurship”
as macro strategies in the city development plans. Urban marketing tools by attracting a
variety of special events and urban branding by creating memorable experiences of a
city and urban tourism by creating an invisible export platform for cities and their
specific contexts as well as urban entrepreneurship by implementation creative ideas
and designs can ensure the attraction of tourists, visitors, investors, etc. Therefore, the
above tools play an important role in promoting urban competitiveness.

Conclusion

The city can be considered as an open system based on its specifications and products.
All factors are embedded in an integrated and dynamic system, where each factor
reinforces the other. Once the most important factors in improving the competitiveness
of the city have been identified, it will be possible to try to differentiate the factors that
affect this competitiveness, so urban competitiveness can be the ability to take
advantage of currents and talents as well as creating activity with a high value-added in
order to improve the competitive position in a particular region, while creating
competition among other cities and regions in attracting investors and the creative class
in a region in order to improve living standards and living conditions through the
management of internal and external factors. The competitiveness of a city depends on a
set of factors, including the governance process, social and economic infrastructure, the
quality of human capital and the natural environment, the business environment, and the
capabilities of local institutions. Understanding the factors affecting the improvement of
cities' competitiveness in national and international markets is helpful in identifying
their current position in order to anticipate possible perspectives for targeted urban
development policy. The results show that the key elements of urban competitiveness in
the historical fabric of Amol, in the fields of interaction, culture and traditions of local
people are human factors affecting urban competitiveness, the old fabric of Amol has
many capacities and potentials such as; The possibility of holding religious ceremonies
due to the presence of the tomb of Nasser al-Hag and Imam zadeh Ibrahim in order to
attract special events and the development of urban marketing due to the combination
and variety of existing, complementary activities, the existence of historical and cultural
elements to develop urban tourism. In the field of innovation, creativity and local
potentials, the old fabric of Amol has capablitis such as having cultural and local
industries as well as having rich traditional and local music that can be considered for
the development of urban entrepreneurship and City branding, respectively. According
to what has been said, the old fabric of Amol has the necessary and effective bases for
urban competitiveness in the city, district and even the province.

Keywords: Urban Competitiveness, Historical context, Amol.



Contradiction of NATO security strategies in the Middle East
(comparative study of the Libyan and Syrian crises)

Introduction

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was formed on April 4, 1949, based
on the concept of collective security, aiming to confront the Soviets.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the subsequent disappearance of the
threat of communism, NATO became embroiled in an identity crisis.

NATO members sought to define a new perspective for the organization with a broad
understanding of the concept of security, especially cooperative security. This new
vision was defined in terms of missions such as the fight against terrorism and
fundamentalism, the establishment of stability and security, and most importantly,
humanitarian intervention. The NATO military intervention in Kosovo (1999), the
deployment of troops to Afghanistan, and the military intervention in Libya (2011) were
in line with this new perspective. Following the March 2011 protests in Syrian cities,
NATO, concerned about developments in Syria, issued a statement condemning
insecurity in the country and calling for a transfer of power, in accordance with the 2012
Geneva Declaration.

NATO members sought to pass a resolution similar to the Libyan one in Syria so that
they could launch a military attack on that country, but Russia and China prevented this.
The main question of the article is why NATO had a different strategy in the Libyan and
Syrian crises? In other words, why is NATO entering the phase of a military attack on
Libya, but in the Syrian crisis it is enough to issue a few statements, make some
recommendations and play a limited role.

Methodology

In this research, the interpretive method has been used. This method is common in
qualitative research. At the same time, we have tried to study the contradiction of
NATO security strategies in the Middle East from two different perspectives, namely,
NATO Strategies in the Libyan Crisis and NATO Strategies in the Syrian Crisis by
studying and inferring from existing texts.

The data collection tool in this study is documentary analysis and all its texts and
statistical population are researches in the field of NATO security strategies in the
Middle East. The sample size is also domestic resources and prominent foreign
researches (available) that have been reviewed and analyzed.

The "thematic analysis" method has also been used to organize information and answer
questions. In thematic analysis, the researcher's task is to identify a limited number of
topics that reflect textual information.

Geographical scope of research

The geographical scope of this study is the Middle East region with a focus on Syria and
Libya, as well as countries, institutions and international organizations affecting the
crises of these two countries.

Findings and Discussion
Variables influencing NATO's different approach to the Libyan and Syrian crises are:
1. At the international level, the consensus / non-consensus of the great powers has been
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the main and influential variable. Consensus among Security Council members led to
the adoption of the first resolution on 26 February 2011 against Libya. The adoption of
this resolution showed the consensus of the great powers regarding the humanitarian
intervention in Libya, but with the start of the Syrian crisis and the occurrence of human
rights violations, the permanent members of the Security Council could not adopt a
resolution against Syria because Russia and China vetoed a resolution on the Syrian
crisis. The gap between the major powers and some political, security and economic
considerations between Russia and China have led NATO to play a passive role in the
Syrian crisis.

2. The regional level has also influenced NATO's role in Libya and Syria. The active
role of the Arab League in the Libyan crisis and the passive role of this league in the
Syrian crisis on the one hand and Syria's regional allies (Iran, Lebanon, etc.) on the
other hand, has led to regional influence on NATO's dual role in the Libyan crisis and
Syria.

3. At the domestic level, it should be noted that the internal situation in Libya facilitated
NATO military intervention in Libya.

But the internal situation in Syria is very different from that in Libya, so that NATO's
humanitarian intervention in Syria is limited. Comparing the military capabilities of
Libya and Syria, we find that the weakness of the Libyan military structure is one of the
most important factors in NATO military intervention, and in contrast, the military
dangers of NATO humanitarian intervention in Syria are much greater. In comparing
the Libyan and Syrian oppositions, the degree of convergence between the Libyan
opposition was increasing, but the situation of the Syrian opposition forces is very
fragile and heterogeneous. The organized opposition force has acted as a key factor in
the Libyan crisis. The Libyan and Syrian governments have also reacted differently to
the internal protests. Bashar al-Assad did not react sharply to the opposition. Bashar al-
Assad told the Syrian parliament that security forces had been ordered not to harm
civilians during the protests. Gaddafi's sharp reaction to the opposition led to a global
consensus against Libya.

Many international organizations condemned the crimes of the Gaddafi regime,
thus paving the way for NATO intervention in Libya. Despite human rights abuses in
Syria, the Syrian government called for reform alongside repression. Syria's response to
the internal protests has led to a lack of global consensus on NATO's humanitarian
military intervention in Syria.

Conclusion

The strategy of military intervention in Libya (2011) and the strategy of non-
intervention in Syria not only reflect practical contradictions in security strategies, but
also reflect normative contradictions in NATO security approaches.

NATO argued that the Gaddafi government had used illegal tools to suppress the
people, and that NATO therefore had a duty to counter this approach. But in relation to
the Syrian crisis, the situation was completely different.

On the one hand, Russia acted more boldly in the face of the Syrian crisis because it had
learned a lesson from NATO's unilateral action in Libya. On the other hand, regional
actors such as the Islamic Republic of Iran tried to strengthen the internal power of the
allied countries by creating security in the region and preventing the advancement of
unilateral strategies of trans-regional actors.



At the same time, NATO's vision of establishing security and political stability in Libya
did not materialize, and the possibility of resorting to the responsibility of protection
was effectively eliminated. Therefore, in response to the main question of the article, the
factors affecting NATO's behavioral duality in the Libyan and Syrian crises were
examined at three levels: the approach of the great powers, the role of regional actors
and the internal situation of the target countries.

The first and the most important structural obstacle to the duality of NATO
operations in Libya and Syria has been the existence of a conflict between the interests
of the great powers. The relative consensus between the effective powers led to the
intervention in Libya and the resistance of Russia, especially in the Security Council,
led to the passive role of this organization in the Syrian crisis.

The second structural barrier is the role of regional actors. Not only did Libya have no
allies in the region, but the active role of the Arab League facilitated NATO
humanitarian intervention in Libya. But Iran's active role as a strategic ally in the Syrian
crisis and the Arab League's passive role in dealing with the Syrian crisis led to NATO's
passive approach in Syria.

The third structural obstacle is the different military capabilities of Libya and Syria. The
weakness of Libya's military structure was one of the key factors in NATO's success.
But Syria has had relatively higher military capabilities.

Keywords :NATO, the Middle East, the Libyan crisis, the Syrian crisis, humanitarian
intervention.
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